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unexpected gift. He took from the imprisoned Pratinidhi
the jaghir in Berar, which the Nizam had bestowed on
Shripatrao and conferred it on Raghuji Bhosle, For form's
sake the great noble still questioned Ramraja's origin and
demanded that Tarabai in his presence should eat with
her grandson. She did so; and satisfied with this evidence,
Raghuji declared his entire adherence to the new govern-
ment.

The Peshwa had hardly weathered this storm, when to
his dismay a still fiercer one burst, In the fort of Sinhgad
lay the ashes of Rajaram. Over them stood the noble
temple reared by the devotion of Ramchandra Bavdekar.
To that temple, so Tarabai suddenly announced, his sorrow-
ing widow would repair to spend her remaining days in
worshipping at the shrine of her beloved lord. The
coronation and marriage ceremonies occupied January and
February. In March Tarabai set forth on her pilgrimage
to Sinhgad. That great stronghold was in the hands of
the Pant Sachiv, Chimnaji the son of Naro Shankar and
grandson of Shankar Narayan Gandekar. With courtesy and
reverence he received the queen at Sinhgad; but she soon
throw off her mask of widowed devotion and successfully ^
incited the Pant Sachiv to denounce the Peshwa and to ,
lead his troops to free from his tutelage the young king
of the Marathas. The Peshwa's acule mind had from the
first seen through Tarabai's designs and he politely invited
her to attend in Poona the weddings of his son Vishvasrao
and of his cousin Sadashivrao. Tarabai had no intention
of leaving Sinhgad; but she accepted nevertheless the
invitation and at the last moment pleaded ill-health, In
spite of her absence <fche Peshwa celebrated the marriages
with great splendour, Sadashivrao had already been
married to an earlier wife Umabai. She had died on the
22nd March. According to Indian custom, he took very
shortly after her death a second wife. On the 26th April
he married Parvatibai the daughter of Bhikaji Naik
Kolhatkar'of Pen. On the 2nd May Vishvasrao married